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Adaptability of zebrafish model in activity screening of Chinese materia medica
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Abstract: Objective To investigate the adaptability of zebrafish anti-angiogenesis model in activity screening of Chinese materia
medica. Methods Two strains of zebrafish, TG (VEGFR2:GFP) transgenic zebrafish and AB zebrafish, were used for the screening
models. Intersegmental vessel number was considered as an index for angiogenesis inhibition when different types of samples such as
indirubin, extracts of Polygoni Cuspidati Rhizoma et Radix and Catharanthi Herba, and Compound Xihuang Pills were administrated
to zebrafish embryo. Results High-dose group of indirubin (50 ug/mL) could obviously inhibit intersegmental vessel of zebrafish
(P<0.05). The EtOAc extract of Polygoni Cuspidati Rhizoma et Radix showed higher inhibitory activity with the concentration
increased and there was a significant difference at 10 ug/mL compared with control group (P<0.05). The EtOAc extract of
Catharanthi Herba at 100 pg/mL significantly inhibited angiogenesis of zebrafish embyro (P<0.01) and no embyro death was found.
Significant difference was found when the concentration of Compound Xihuang Pills was above 50 pg/mL when compared with
control group and 100 pg/mL group showed obvious significance (P<0.01). Conclusion Zebrafish model shows good adaptability for
Chinese materia medica samples with complex constituents, which is very valuable for discovering the leading compound with novel
structure and unique activity from abundant traditional herb resources in China.
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Table 1 Inhibition of indirubin on angiogenesis of zebrafish
embryo (x+s,n=8)

4 7 p/(ug-mL?) REIGNK =2
o - 26.12+0.87
HER L 5 25.90+0.95

10 25.86+1.23
50 17.00+6.40
PTK787 50 0™

XA "P<0.05 P<0.01, FEM
“P<0.05 ""P<0.01 vs control group, same as below

2 [RBFIKETE R EHRINERALX BE D & FRAG 15 (8] I & A
AEIHIFIMER (X+s,n=8)
Table 2 Inhibition of Polygoni Cuspidati Rhizoma et Radix
and Catharanthi Herba on angiogenesis of zebrafish
embryo (x+s,n=8)

4 5 pl(ug-mLY) A 4L
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10 25.14+1.88
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100 25.32+2,98
TSR LB EEGER A 1 25.00+2.05
10 23.57+3.88
100 2.83+2.64"
IKSEHHAL 1 23.36+3.98
10 24.18+3.58
100 24.60+4.32
PTK787 50 0™
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A-control group  B-PTK787 group  C-Xihuang Pills 100 pug-mL ™ group; arrows show intersegmental vessel
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Fig. 1 Inhibition of Xihuang Pills on angiogenesis of zebrafish embryo
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